Birthright 1 > 
“Chapter I’ 
by STEVEN A. GALLACCI 


The Shartoans have 
won the war, 
there are hints that not all is weil _ 


EDITORIAL 


Ana sometimes. you just get 
lucky... 

When I asked Reed Waller 
and Kate Worley if they'd care to 
contribute to Critters this past 
summer, I never dreamed that, 
half a year later, I'd open a 
padded envelope and the 
enclosed story would fall out. 
I'm referring, of course, to 
“Speakingstone.” which begins 
on page 23, and is certainly one 
of the most gorgeously drawn 
pieces Critters is ever likely to 
print. Reed has chosen to go 
with a more ornate, decorative 
look than on his regular gig 
Omaha, the Cat Dancer, and the 
results are stunning. Needless to 
say, I've already told Kate and 
Reed that if they ever have a 
spare week or two in their 
Omaha schedule. to give me a 
jingle. Meanwhile, no one over 
18 should miss a single issue of 
Omaha — if you thought the 
characters in “Speakingstone” 
were sexy, you're in for a rude 
shock! Check it out. 

I'm also pleased to welcome 
back Sam Kieth’s “De Grand Wa- 
Zoo” in his longest. . .well, it's 
not exactly a story, is it? More 
like an extended improvisational 


< DE GRAND WA-ZOO > 
“Missing Is” 
by SAM KIETH 


It looks to be curtains for Is when he 
h of a pest of himself. 


makes too muc 


session around a theme. What- 
ever it is, it sure is nicely 
drawn, and a hoot to read, as 
I'm sure you'll agree. And 
remember: Wandering Stars in 
March. That's where Sam Kieth 
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~< SPEAKINGSTONE > 
by REED WALLER and 
KATE WORLEY 


Amanda and the Professor make a 
few sacrifices for archeology... 


cuts loose. 


I was going to chat up “Birth- 
right's” return, but the first letter 
we're printing does such a good 
job of it, I think I'll just bow out 
right here. —KIM THOMPSON 


LETTERS 


Hello, 

At long last we can celebrate 
the return of Steve Gallacci's 
epic saga, “Birthright.” to the 
pages of Critters. “Birthright” is 
obviously the most popular and 
the most talked-about story in 
this funny-animal anthology to 
date. It also was the reason I 
started reading Critters. 

When I first heard about 
“Birthright,” in Critters #5, I had 
just become a fan of Albedo and 
Gallacci’s artwork. Unfortu- 
nately, it was the only issue 
available then, and I hadn't the 
money or the time to start 
collecting it, so I forgot about it. 
About the time #6 came out 
back issues were appearing in 
small numbers. Then the local 
comics shop marked all their 
back-issues down by 50%; now 
was the time to start reading 
“Birthright.” 

I read the story out of 
sequence. I first read #s 2, 3, 


and § (from said sale), then #6, 
later #4, and finally #1. Once 
amassed, I read them all over in 
proper order. Only then did I 
see the full magnitude and 
magnificence of Gallacci's 
storytelling. Something, I may 
add, I have yet to see in “Erma 
Felda, EDF.” The only disap- 
pointment was the rough 
transition from #1 to #2 (please, 
no more “ten years later” 
transitions, thank you). 

Although the rest of Critters 
never appealed to me I still 
bought it to have a complete 
run. I was very much surprised 
to see most of the letters 
mention “Birthright.” Very few 
stories these days have that kind 
of holding power. Rarely have I 
seen fans so enthusiastic and 
loyal. 

Some letters said Gallacci’s 
work was too intense to use in a 
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BIRTHRIGHT II 


THE SHARTOAN/TOSIO REVOLUTION HAS GROUND ON FOR SIX MONTHS, AND HAS SEEN THE NEAR- 
COMPLETE OUSTER OF TOSIU OCCUPATION. SHARTOAN VICTORIES, HOWEVER, ARE LITTLE CAUSE FOR 
CELEBRATION; EACH HAS BEEN A DRAWN OUT BITTER GUERRILLA ACTION, AND THE TOSIU RETREATS 
LEAVE ONLY SCORCHED EARTH. THE SHARTOAN REBELS ARE NOT DETERRED. HOWEVER, THEY AREA 
RATHER MIXED LOT, AND THEIR MOTIVES ARE AS VARIED AS THEY ARE. 


Written, drawn, and toned by Steve Gallacci 
Character inks by Monica Livingston 


i 
How much of peace is merely 
‘the absence of visible conflict? 


Se Sn Se 
Did you know that more officers have died in the last te Yes. And all of these are either old-time royalists 
six weeks than in the first six months of this conflict? S| _or supporters of the new constitution. 


No. It’s greed. Too many of our ‘Freedom Fighters’’ 
just want to fill the gap left by the Tosiu. 


Humph! No one trusts Anton, fearing <i as 
he’d re-assert his royal position. Alvon! Alvon in fielt, 
ist in tanger!? 


a 
And too many council members are ; 
already trying to get in on the spoils. 
. ere tert, 


r; ‘ 
How much Just another klick, your Highness. 


further? 
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* We thought we’d secured the area last fall. | 
4 Destroyed a Tosiu light armor unit billeted in the village. 
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wa 


» wasn’t much collateral damage. | ~ 


| There ai. : Sa ean eee i 

You can tell from what still has snow on it. Suet eee | encircled the village and systematically 
But, as you can see, some manner of unit PS Sa killed the inhabitants and burned every 
came in — we figure within48 hours— | | a useful building to the ground. 
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There was some resistance, & aa 
but not enough. A patrol came through 
last night and found it. 
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i No. We put together a guard detail to Fe, 
. ver things. These are their relief. 


No -- no, sergeant. It’s just that the Tosiv 
dead seem awfully poorly equipped. 


=| If you mean going through personal effects, no Sir! And 
all the arms had been scrounged up before we got here. 


a? 


Maybe they wiped out ; 
the village to stock up?} 


~ Have there been any 
other incidents like this? 


Sms 


» an — Vil bei in Sector Sector 12. 


| Not massacres, no. 
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, ae OS But | plenty of other incidents ¢ 


“y that raise some doubts. ° 
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F Something stinks here, but the only thing’) 
z that might add up i is just too paranoid, < 


a ree 


1’ Ill go check out some of the 
newly liberated villages. 


Survey their needs. 


oho! Father would 


be delighted to see J 4 


sieve / J a \ 
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HEY! Homeguard! | /), (E 


I’d guess there’ 


no Tosiv around? Come! Come! ' Tell us about the war! 
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Tell us about! 
the Prince! | 
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LIN bute 
Are the Tosiu really gone 


FETT A | our Prince?! 


— and the rebels captured the remaining Tosiu in the administrative 
annexes. And that’s how the capital was retaken. 


If I’ve read my maps right, 
= that should be Ahah’s 44th Rifles. 
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Tosiv prisoners outside town—. 
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Forget the people, 
get that royalist! 
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IS! YOU IDSIT! 
THAT'S NOT FUNNY, 
CREEPING UP ON ME 

LIKE THAT! NOW 
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I SWEAR IS! 


EVERY TIME I 
TURN AROUND 
THERE YOU ARE.. 


é Y . 
WHAT MAT endl 


IS BUT A MYTH, MY COUEAGLE 
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A MYTH ! WE SURELY IF YOU DON'T 
FIND THE KEY / nat 
YOU KLUTZ , 


teenie apielamgic’ fi) 
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THIS VASE. 
YOU WERE RIGHT, 
IT DOES CONTAIN 

& BAST SYMBOL. 
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HMM... YES, 
Yes if DOES. 


WHAT DOES 
THis ONG MEAN? 
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AH, AT LAST ZEEE MOST 
ISTINGUE’ PROFESSOR. GRACES 
MY HUMBLE CAFE. 


CEK! You 


MUST H 
Rée 


OUP ME, 
K/ 


y 
You HAVE THE 
ADVANTAGE OF 
ME, MADAM, 
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HOPE so. 
MY NAME IS 


‘ N 
PAu! 216 CAFE IS TOO 
CROWDED, LET US Go 
TO MY PRIVATE — 


Nake, 4 
Pin 


te 


HOW SO y 

RICH TODAY, | BAGGED PHAEDRA THAT 

ANTOINE 7? AMERICAN PROFESSOR SHE 
WANTED, SHE PAYS WELL. 


i EEE 


AH, IT IS THE 
FLOOD MOON 


SORRY, You 
MGAN , YOU 
KNOW WHERE 
THE TEMPLE 15? 


Great ! 
LL TELL MY 
ASCISTANT... 


TIME READING PICTURES. CAN 
IF YOU WOULD JUST YOu TAKE 
TALK TO THE PEOPLE... Mé THERE? 


fe rei 
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TONIGHT, JUST WE TWO. 
MEET ME AT MOONRISE. 
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MY FORTUNE IS MADE/ 
WHAT A FIND/ 
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AWWW 
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| AM SURE 
You WILL 


PROJECT... 
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LIFE ON THIS 
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/ | COULD SPEND 
THE REST OF MY 


GUARDIANS OF BASTET/ 
DESTROY THE INFIDEL / 
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ZESE FOREIGNERS JR? 

ARE ZO USEFUL, /fm) 
ANS ZO STUPID. 
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Stop, You 
STUPID BEASTS..- 
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ACCORDING To THE 
SECOND URN, THEY'LL 
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WAIT! WHERE LONG a 
OTS OF KEEP THIS UP? JA 
: te — RETURN TO NORMAL WHEN 
2 Ld, THE MOON SETS. UUST A 
| SR s 8 FEW MORE HOURS. 


ARE YOU 
GOING ? 
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CARTOONS by STEVE LAFLER 


0G BOY 


Hil 
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)): Mia ' 
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went to bed hours ago, except you. Please send me: 
Cloaked in a delicious nocturnal The first issue of Dog Boy. 
privacy, you’re finally free to pursue Enclosed you'll find $2.25 ($2.50 outside the 
all sorts of arcane knowledge, peruse U.S. —includes postage). 
stacks of bizarre tomes. Yessir, it’s The next six issues of Dog Boy. 
moments like these that you’re glad Enclosed you'll find $8.00 (outside the U.S., $10.50 
you subscribe to Dog Boy. in U.S. funds only, please) 


|. the middle of the night. Everyone Quick! Save me from this horrible fate! 


Of course, if you are not a Dog seas 


Boy subscriber, there’s no time like Address 
the present to become one. Use the . 
coupon now or you may find yourself City 

beset upon by dozens of wiggly, slimy State Zip 

critters emanating from your sheets, Send to: Dog Boy, 4359 Cornell Rd., Agoura, CA 91301 
pillow cases, undergarments et al. 
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funny-animal format (or to use 
as animals at all). Even more 
letters upheld and praised him 
for doing it. In my opinion, 
Steven A. Gallacci portrays 
(human) feelings and emotions 
in his stories so well that 
“Birthright” puts most comics 
with human characters to 
shame. As Lawrence Watt-Evans 
said: “Stories are about people, 
not events.” This holds true for 
“Birthright.” Watt-Evans also 
said, “Human motivations are 
universal.” “Birthright” could just 
as easily have been done with 
humans, aliens, animals, rocks, 
or anything else for that matter. 
The point is that “Birthright” is 
not “in the wrong format,” but is 
adaptable to funny (or should I 
say serious) animals. 

While writing this letter I 
watched several television 
specials about the 1956 revolu- 
tion in Hungary. It made me 
think a lot about what the 
revolution in “Birthright” was 
about. 

I went on to study other revo- 
lutions. I came to the conclusion 
that “Birthright” is an 
amalgamation of many of his- 
tory’s revolutions. From the first 
organized resistance of Roman 
occupation in the Middle East to 
current revolutions in Africa and 
South America. Gallacci did 
more than his share of home- 
work on this story. It shows 
through with the realistic 
portrayal of average people 
caught up in events with an 
uncertain destiny. (I hope what 
happened in Hungary won't 
happen here.) 

So sit back and enjoy one of 
the best stories in the world 
today —Birthright”! 

NOEL TOMINACK 
Indian Head, MD 


Thanks for an eloquent paean to 
“Birthright,” Noel. We hope you 
enjoy the new series as much as 
the old one (and that this time, 
you get to read it all in order). 
—KT 


Dear Kim, 

Well, you said in #10 that if 
we sent good drawings, that you 
would print them. I'm gonna 
take you up on that offer—this is 
Danielle. I drew her totally in 
inks because, unlike some 
artists. I am not afraid of them. 
By the way, I liked Thomas 
Verre’s cat very much. If 
Gallacci ever went on vacation, 
Thomas could probably replace 
him. 

On the subject of Mr. Gallacci, 
I sent him an order for a copy of 
Command Review back in 
September, and I have not 


received it yet. Could you tell 
me what is going on? Steve 
won't answer my letters at all! 
Velcro! 
MIKE HIGGS, Pres. 
Fantasy Studios Unltd. 
Terre Haute, IN 


Yo, Steve! What's goin’ on? Send 
the nice man his comic book— 
otherwise we'll replace you with 
Thomas Verre! 

No, no, only kidding. Seriously, 
Mike, small-press publishing (and 
Steve's operation definitely 
qualifies) is such an exhausting 


job that the kind of wait you've 
experienced is not uncommon. 
Your best bet js just to send an 
inquiry, after six weeks or so, if 
you don't receive your merchan- 
dise. Remember: these guys, more 
than anyone else, are dependent 
on individual customers like 
yourself—they don’t WANT to rip 
you off. 

Incidentally, although Steven's 
obviously never going to be 
replaced on “Birthright,” you may 
note that he’s acquired a collabo- 
rator, the talented Monica 
Livingston, who helps with the 
inking. —KT 


To The Powers-That-Be, 

I have just read issue #6 and 
Critters is already my favorite 
comic. Keep it up! 


I would like to make a few 
comments about Steven Gal- 
lacci’s “Birthright.” Firstly. it 
should not be considered a 
funny-animal story, nor a totally 
serious science fiction drama. 
Being an animal-story lover, in 
my eyes “Birthright” rivals even 
the storyline of “The Wind in the 
Willows” (in its own way). 
Gallacci’s artwork goes very 
well with its moody and often 
grave narrative, and yet blends 
in rather well with its light 
moments. “Birthright” (as with 
many other of Gallacci’s works) 
is truly original. Mr. Gallacci 
keeps his audience spellbound 
with his storylines instead of the 
usual science fiction sap-happy 
lasers, spacecraft, and robot 
gimmicks. 

Freddy Milton's “Gnuff” is just 
as original. There have often 
been animal tales that have 
absolutely no storyline (though I 
won't name any in the fear that 
I might offend someone) and 
those which are often quite 
serious (but rather enjoyable) 
like “Birthright.” So why not 
have one about an ordinary 
group of people trying to make 
it in the city? “Gnuff" is one 
such story, wherein the charac- 
ters don't go through any 
fantastic adventures, but have 
enough trouble pulling through 
rather everyday things. Rather 
enjoyable. 

Stan Sakai’s “Usagi Yojimbo” is 
fast becoming my favorite 
(second only to “Birthright 
can't wait for the sequel!). 
Thanks for introducing me to a 
whole new world of animals, 
once strictly restricted to “The 
Wind in the Willows” and “Mrs. 
Frisby and the Rats of NIMH.” 
Cheerio! 

HO U-MINH MAHINDA 
Selangor, West Malaysia 


Looks like a couple issues of 
CRITTERS have made it beyond the 
boundaries of the continental 
United States, doesn't it? By the 
way, readers who have not yet read 
Kenneth Grahame's “The Wind in 
the Willows” should hustle off to 
the nearest library (it’s in the 
children’s section, but don't let 
that throw you) and grab the local 
copy at their earliest convenience. 
Readers who know Mr. Toad and 
his friends only from Walt Disney’s 
adaptation (which isn’t bad, mind) 
will, | think, be astonished at the 
depth and charm of the book. It’s 
one of my favorites. —KT 


Dear Kim, 
Yes! “Usagi Yojimbo,” and 
“Firecracker Jack.” 
ZACK MAYO 
Griffin, GA 


We've got to stop meeting like this, 
Zack... —KT 


Dear Kim, 

I would like to praise Ty 
Templeton’s homage to Walt 
Kelly. As an avid Kelly fan, I 
really enjoyed and appreciated 
the piece. I hope to see more of 
his work done in this style in 
future issues. 

Also enclosed is my latest 
submission to Critters, a feature 
entitled “Enigma Bunnies.” It’s 
all about this bunny who rides 
around on a unicycle and 
carries a big wrench. He seeks 
out and destroys these mutant 
tribes who bear an uncanny 
resemblance to Elmer Fudd. 
Whaddaya think? 

GARY FIELDS 
Somewhere in Jersey 


GARY 
FICL 0S e 


“=NIGMA bunnies—” 


| think you're a threat, Gary. 

Don't count on seeing any more 
work from Templeton “in the style 
of” his Kelly homage—Ty is very 
much his own man as a cartoonist, 
and doesn't like to go the same 
place twice. | agree it’s almost a 
pity that such great characters get 
only one shot at posterity, but 
given the purpose of the piece, 
Ty's decision was probably wise— 
avoiding the “Squadron Supreme 
syndrome.” (If you don’t know what 
that means, good for you.) 

The first new issue of STIG’S 
INFERNO in far too long goes on 
sale this month. Pick it up! 

By the way, readers interested in 
Gary Fields’s work can pick up the 
current issue of THREAT, or the 
upcoming KAPTAIN KEEN, which 
co-stars Gary’s own “Superswine.” 

Next issue: The return of 
“Gnuff'—kind of. It’s a story that 
consists mostly of a flashback to 
the 1800s, in which Gnuff himself 
doesn't appear at all; as promised, 
it's a romance, and the opening 
chapter is a big 16 pages! Plus: 
“Birthright II" continues, and Mark 
Armstrong's “History of Surfing”! 


CREDITS: “Birthright II” was written. pencilled, and toned by Steven 
A. Gallacci, with character inking by Monica Livingston; typesetting by 
Western Type. “De Grand Wa-Zoo” was written and drawn by Sam Kieth 
and lettered by Dale Crain. “Speakingstone” was written by Kate Worley 


and drawn by Reed Waller. The cover is a painting by Steven A. Gallacci. 
Color separations by Graphic Chromatics. Printed at Port Publications. Pro- 
duction by: Peppy White, art director, and Teresa Moore, production assis- 
tant. CRITTERS is edited by Kim Thompson for FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS. 


SIR a a a a 


SUBSCRIPTION PAGE 


Who is this? You'll never know if you don't subscribe to Critters 
right away, because he’s scheduled to premiere in issue #15. And 
hey, don't forget... Adventures of Captain Jack and Dog Boy are 
both swell comics that are published regularly by Fantagraphics 
Books! And the Usagi Yojimbo solo title debuts this April, too! 


fale 


Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses! I 
enclose a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 6 issues (outside 
U.S., $11.00 in U.S. funds). 

Send me the following issues at $2.50 apiece (except where noted): 

Cap’n Jack... #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 
Critters... #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 #12 
Critters #11 (double-size X-Mas issue: $3.50) Dog Boy #1 ($2.25) 
Anything Goes! #3 (color Cap’n Jack story) Dog Boy #2 ($2.25) 
Begin my subscription to Adventures of Captain Jack with the next issue 
off the presses! I enclose a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 
6 issues (outside U.S., $11.00 in U.S. funds). 

Begin my subscription to Dog Boy with the next issue off the presses! 


I enclose a check or money order for $8.00 for the next 6 issues (outside 
U.S., $10.00 in U.S. funds). 


name 


address 


state/prov. zip/country 


Send to: Fantagraphics Books, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. (Allow 
6-8 weeks for your first copy to arrive; all copies mailed in flat protective 
envelopes.) 

NOTE: When ordering issues of Captain Jack or Dog Boy, please state that 
you are over 18 years of age. 


1987 Timothy Fuller 


) Hh 
san Ue Be 
tt Yes 


